[image: ]
SECONDARY SCHOOL HOMEWORK POLICY
Green Valley School – Academic Year 2025 – 2026
Section 1: Philosophy and Benefits of Homework
Homework is an integral part of the educational experience at Green Valley School (GVS). Our approach recognises that when thoughtfully designed, homework supports student achievement, reinforces classroom learning, and cultivates essential life skills. It is guided by the principle that quality matters more than quantity, and that homework must be meaningful, manageable, and inclusive.
At GVS, we are committed to preparing our students for success in academically rigorous pathways, particularly the IGCSE examinations and the IB Diploma Programme (IBDP). These programmes demand high levels of critical thinking, independent study, and academic discipline—all of which are cultivated through consistent, purposeful homework.
The philosophy behind GVS’s homework policy is grounded in the following research-informed benefits:
1. Reinforcement of Learning at GVS
Homework at GVS provides students with meaningful opportunities to consolidate knowledge, practise new skills, and extend classroom learning. By engaging with tasks independently, students reinforce their critical thinking and develop their capacity to become knowledgeable learners who can transfer ideas across subjects and real-life contexts.
2. Developing Responsibility and Time Management at GVS
Consistent homework habits at GVS help students take ownership of their learning and manage time effectively. This encourages a balanced lifestyle, instils a strong sense of responsibility, and builds self-regulation—critical traits for students progressing through rigorous programmes like IGCSE and IBDP, and in preparation for university and adult life.
3. Fostering Home–School Partnerships at GVS
Homework creates valuable opportunities for collaboration between families and the school. By engaging in their child's academic progress, parents and guardians help reinforce school values and expectations. This partnership nurtures open-minded learners who appreciate diverse perspectives, while promoting strong communication between students, families, and educators.


4. Preparing GVS Students for Future Academic Demands
GVS uses homework to support the development of academic independence and intellectual discipline. Students are challenged to reflect on their learning, deepen their understanding, and prepare for high-level assessments. This helps them to become critically thinking individuals, capable of managing complex tasks and navigating academic and professional challenges ahead.
5. Supporting Differentiated Learning at GVS
Homework tasks at GVS are responsive to student needs and allow learners to explore areas of individual interest or revisit areas of difficulty. This personalised approach cultivates reflective learners who are aware of their strengths and areas for growth, and who seek continual self-improvement.
6. Promoting Equity, Access and Wellbeing at GVS
We are committed to ensuring that homework is inclusive and manageable for all GVS students. Assignments are designed to be age-appropriate and considerate of individual circumstances, helping students to maintain a balanced approach to school and life. Homework support structures ensure that all learners have equitable access to success.
7. Building the GVS Learner Profile
Through meaningful homework practices, GVS supports the holistic development of our students. Every assignment contributes to the formation of learners who are knowledgeable, critically thinking, open-minded, balanced, and reflective—essential qualities for those engaging with the IGCSE, IBDP, and the wider world.
8. Cultivating a Life-long love of Reading
Reading for pleasure and balanced development remain priorities. Promote reading for pleasure (20–30 minutes daily where possible).

Section 2: Estimated Homework Time
At Green Valley School (GVS), the amount of homework assigned is carefully calibrated to reflect the developmental stage, academic demands, and personal wellbeing of our students. While we provide the following time estimates as a guideline, we acknowledge that learners work at different paces. Our goal is to ensure that homework is meaningful, manageable, and contributes to building a knowledgeable, critically thinking, balanced, and reflective student body.
We aim to strike a thoughtful balance between:
· Academic rigour (particularly in preparation for IGCSE and IBDP programmes),
· Extracurricular participation,
· Family life
· Opportunities for rest and personal growth
GVS also recognises that learning does not stop when students leave the classroom. Therefore, we provide dedicated time during the school day — particularly through Self-Directed Learning (SDL) classes — for students to complete, review, or extend homework assignments. Teachers may also allocate time within subject lessons to continue or begin independent tasks, ensuring clarity and direction.


Homework Time Guidelines by Key Stage and DP1/2
· Key Stage 3 (Years 7 to 9):
Estimated 30 minutes to 60 minutes per night.
Homework in these formative years focuses on consolidating core subject skills, promoting independent thinking, and cultivating habits of responsibility. Tasks are designed to support progress across subjects while encouraging students to become reflective and balanced learners. Support is available through form tutors and SDL periods.
· Key Stage 4 (Years 10 – 11):
Estimated 30 minutes to 75 minutes per night, depending on subject load and extracurricular responsibilities.
At this stage, students engage with more academically demanding curricula, such as the IGCSE and IBDP, which require sustained focus and commitment beyond the classroom. Homework expectations increase in complexity and depth to develop critical thinking, independent research, and subject mastery. In some cases, particularly with internal assessments, extended essays, or coursework, additional time may be needed.
· For DP1 and DP2 (Years 12 and 13):
Estimated 45 minutes to 90 minutes per night, depending on subject load and extracurricular responsibilities
At this advanced stage, homework is essential for mastering the rigorous demands of the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP). Tasks focus on developing research skills, critical analysis, and synthesis of complex ideas across subjects. Students are encouraged to engage deeply with extended essays, internal assessments, and preparation for final exams. The workload reflects the need for strong time management and self-discipline, supported by tutors and supervised study sessions to help balance academic and personal wellbeing.
GVS Commitment to Balance and Support
· Students are encouraged to manage their time wisely and to seek help from their tutors, subject teachers, or the Head of Culture when facing challenges.
· Where appropriate, flexibility will be applied to homework timelines to support student wellbeing and exceptional circumstances.
· Teachers will liaise and coordinate across departments to ensure that during peak periods—such as PCT times or collaborative project deadlines—students are not overwhelmed with excessive homework, allowing for a more balanced and manageable workload.
· At GVS, Supervised Self-Study sessions are offered after school to provide students with a structured, quiet environment to complete homework and revise. These sessions support time management, reinforce independent learning habits, and ensure students remain on track with academic responsibilities.
GVS remains committed to ensuring that homework is not simply a task, but a valuable tool to develop learners who are self-aware, independent, open-minded, and ready for the future.


Section 3: Protocol for Homework Non-Compliance
At GVS, we recognise homework as a key tool in developing responsible, reflective, and critically thinking learners. When homework is not completed meaningfully by students, the following three-step protocol will be followed:
1. Communication
Open and timely communication between teachers, tutors, students, and parents is essential. Students should seek support from their teacher or tutor if they struggle with homework expectations, while staff are expected to provide clarity and timely feedback.
2. Parent-Tutor/Teacher Meeting
If issues persist, a parent meeting will be arranged. This collaborative discussion will explore the root causes—academic, personal, or organisational—and put a tailored support plan in place. The Head of Culture will also support and liaise at this stage. 
3. School Intervention
Ongoing concerns will be escalated to the Head of Secondary or Head of IB (depending on the year group). The school may recommend further support such as academic mentoring, supervised study, or subject-specific interventions.
Our aim is to uphold a culture of accountability and balance, ensuring homework continues to serve its purpose as a meaningful, student-focused learning tool at GVS.
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