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Green Valley School (Academic year 2025 – 2026)
Smartphone, headphones and computer use policy for Secondary and the IBDP
1. Policy Objective 
At Green Valley School, we are committed to nurturing a positive, inclusive, and developmentally supportive learning environment. As part of our whole-school approach to student wellbeing and engagement, we aim to maintain a smartphone-free school culture that prioritises face-to-face interaction, active play, and mindful downtime during non-instructional time. 
We recognise that unregulated access to smartphones—particularly through social media—can negatively impact focus, emotional regulation, peer relationships, and overall mental health. To promote a healthy digital culture and support social-emotional learning, Green Valley School is committed to minimising unnecessary screen time and operating a smartphone-free campus, enabling students to be fully present, socially connected, and ready to learn. 
 
2. Implementation Strategy: Creating a Phone-Free Culture 
Creating a phone-free school environment is a shared responsibility between home and school. At Green Valley: 
· The overwhelming majority of students do not require a phone during the school day, as they are collected by parents, commute to school independently, and do not rely on public transport or need to be in contact during the school day. 
· The School Office is available to facilitate urgent communications, such as last-minute changes to collection or scheduling. 
As such, students are strongly encouraged to leave smartphones at home, supporting our goal of a distraction-free, socially enriched school day. 
 
3. Procedures for Smartphone Use During the School Day 
Use of smartphones during the school day—including lessons, breaks, and transitions—is not permitted, unless explicitly authorised by a teacher for learning purposes. 
Years 7–11: 
· If a student is found using a smartphone: 
· The device will be confiscated and stored securely in the School Office or Head of Culture’s Office until the end of the day. 
· On the first offence, the student may collect it at the end of the day, but parents will be informed. 
· The student will be required to check the phone into the School Office each morning for one week. 
· Repeat offences will lead to parent meetings and potential sanctions, including mandatory daily phone drop-off. 
IBDP (Years 12–13): 
· IBDP students are expected to model responsible and independent use of technology. 
· If a smartphone is misused: 
· The phone will be confiscated by the teacher and stored with the Head of IB until the end of the day. 
· Repeat misuse will result in a meeting with the Head of IB and parents to review expectations and determine further action. 
 
4. Responsible Use of Computers 
Computers are a critical learning tool at Green Valley, used in both classroom instruction and independent study sessions. Our school uses Google Classroom to assign and manage coursework, provide resources, and support blended learning strategies. 
Teachers are encouraged to be mindful of students' overall screen time and balance digital activities with off-screen, hands-on, and collaborative learning experiences. 
Students are expected to: 
· Use computers solely for academic tasks during school hours. 
· Avoid personal entertainment (e.g., games, Netflix, unrelated browsing). 
· Engage respectfully and responsibly with all digital platforms in line with the school’s values. 
· Headphones may be used during lessons to support learning activities (e.g., language practice, educational videos). However, headphones should not be worn when moving around campus or transitioning between lessons. 
 
5. Consequences for Misuse of Computers 
If a student is found using a computer for non-academic purposes: 
· The device will be confiscated and stored in the School Office/Head of Culture’s Office (Years 7–11) or with the Head of IB (Years 12–13) until the end of the school day. 
· On the first offence, the student may collect their laptop at the end of the day, but parents will be contacted. 
· Repeat offences will result in the student losing the privilege of bringing their computer to school for up to three days, based on the severity of misuse. This decision will be made by the relevant Head. 
· Parents will be engaged in a restorative conversation to reinforce responsible digital behaviour and align expectations. 
· The student’s academic learning will be adjusted accordingly to ensure their education is not negatively impacted. 
 
6. Summary of Expectations 
	Device 
	Permitted Use 
	If Misused 
	Follow-up Actions 

	Smartphone (Years 7–11) 
	Not to be used during the school day. Turned off or in school locker 
	Confiscated and stored in School Office/Head of Culture’s Office until end of day; 1-week check-in 
	Parental contact on repeat offence; parental meetings and phone drop-off if repeated 

	Smartphone (IBDP 12–13) 
	Expected responsible academic use only 
	Confiscated by teacher; stored with Head of IB 
	Meeting with Head of IB and parents if repeated 

	Computer 
	For academic tasks only (e.g., Google Classroom) 
	Confiscated; no computer access for up to 3 days 
	Parental notification and review with relevant Head 


 
7. Supporting Digital Wellbeing 
This policy is designed to promote student focus, emotional resilience, responsible technology use, and healthy peer interaction. By minimising digital distractions, we aim to create an environment where students can thrive both academically and socially. 
To promote a healthy digital culture and support social-emotional learning, Green Valley School is committed to minimising unnecessary screen time and operating a smartphone-free campus, enabling students to be fully present, socially connected, and ready to learn. 
As part of this commitment, we are introducing a new initiative requiring students (Years 7–11) to use academic journals to record their daily homework and future deadlines. These journals will supplement the information provided digitally on Google Classroom and will allow for greater parental transparency and communication regarding student responsibilities and expectations. 
We ask for the continued support and partnership of families in reinforcing these expectations at home. Together, we can empower students to make mindful, respectful, and purposeful use of technology. 
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